THE    ANGEL    OF    THE    LORD
with her family during the second raid on Domremy.
She went to Toul, gave her evidence under oath and
apparently talked the judge over, for we hear no more
of the matter. That she did all this in disobedience to
her parents she admitted at Rouen, where her prosecutors
presented her with an extraordinarily different version of
the story.
Soon she was to disobey them again, in a far more
important matter. That autumn she decided that the
time had come for her to present herself to her king and
assume, on the strength of her divine credentials, re-
sponsibility for the victory of his arms. What finally
decided her we can only guess. The war, which had
languished for nearly three years, because of England's
internal difficulties, had suddenly burst out with renewed
fury. The English armies were active in nearby Cham-
pagne and pushing south threatening to cut the line of
the Loire so as to clear the Dauphin out of his last remnant
of territory. Simultaneously the Voices grew more fre-
quent, more insistent, irresistible.
The mission became everything, overruling every doubt,
hesitation and scruple. Though keenly alive to the pain
she would inflict on her parents, she resolutely went
ahead with her plans; and knowing that her father
would prevent her going if he suspected, she cunningly
deceived him. "Since God commanded it,53 she told her
judges when they drew her attention to the Fifth Com-
mandment, "I would have gone had I had a hundred
fathers and mothers, had I been the daughter of the
King." Breaking her vow of silence she confided her
intention to Durand Laxart, whom she called "Uncle" on
account of his seniority, though he was only the husband
of a maternal cousin, and completely imposed her will
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